STATE ANNOUNCES HEARING ON 2004 STATE PLAN FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT OF 2002

The New Hampshire Secretary of State has announced a public hearing on the 2004 State Plan for compliance with the Federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 (“HAVA”.)

The public hearing will be held on Wednesday, September 1, 2004 at 10 AM in Room 306 and 308 of the Legislative Office Building, Concord, New Hampshire.

The federal legislation provides funds to New Hampshire and requires:

· The development of a statewide computerized database of the checklists to be used by local governments when they conduct elections;

· The purchase of electronic devices that will enable most voters with disabilities to vote privately and independently;

· Additional efforts to ensure the accessibility of the polling places and voting process;

· Training for voters and local election officials; and
· Establishment of a more formal administrative complaint procedure.
The State Plan describes how New Hampshire is planning to comply with these requirements. The 2004 State Plan contains modifications to the original State Plan published in 2003. 

The public is invited to review the plan, pose questions, make comments, or recommend improvement. Interested persons may submit comments on the 2004 State Plan to the Secretary of State through September 26, 2004.  Comments, questions, or recommendations can be submitted at the public hearing, by e-mail to NHVotes@sos.state.nh.us or in writing to the Secretary of State, Room 204, State House, Concord, New Hampshire, 03301.
Copies of the proposed 2004 State Plan are available on-line at http://www.sos.nh.gov/HAVA/index.htm  or may be picked up at the Secretary of State’s Office, Room 204, State House, Concord, New Hampshire.

