Disabilities Access and Voting Systems Task Force
of HAVA State Plan Committee
Minutes of Meeting
 
 

 

I. Date & time:    October 24, 2003

                              9AM- 11PM

II. Location:        Governor’s Commission on Disability

                              57 Regional Drive, Concord NH  

III. Attendance:  Carol Nadeau (Governor’s Commission on Disability); Cheryl Killam (Governor’s

                             Commission on Disability); Ross Doerr (NH Association for the Blind): Kathy Bates 

                             (Granite State Independent Living); Terri Voth (Granite State Independent Living);           

                             Clyde Terry (Granite State Independent Living); Kim Hallquist (Disabilities Rights 

                             Center, Inc.); Charity Ross (Democratic Office); Bud Fitch (Department of Justice); 

                             Anthony Stevens (Department of State); Thomas Manning (Department of State)
IV. Business:  There were two main agenda items for this Task force Meeting: 

1. The $100,000 HAVA grant from the US Department of Health and Human Services
2. The Polling Place Accessibility self-assessment questionnaire
1. HHS Grant - $100,000
The US Department of Health and Human Services has approved a grant in the amount of $100,000.00 that is part of the federal HAVA funding package. The grant money must be spent in each of the four categories listed below.  The task force members present were asked to recommend expenditures in each category. 
Category 1.  Make polling places, including the path of travel, entrances, exits, and voting areas 
of each polling facility, accessible to individuals with the full range of disabilities.

Because this has been an obligation of local communities in New Hampshire for many years, should financial assistance be provided to local communities now and, if so, on what basis?  Should communities that have not paid attention to accessibility benefit to the same extent as those that have made improvements?
The task force recommends that financial assistance to local communities for the purpose of improving polling place accessibility be provided on the basis of an equal distribution of funds to each polling place but in a manner that prioritizes the use of those funds so that communities that have made improvements will have greater flexibility in the use of those funds.  
Priority Listing:
#1. Accessible voting booth

#2. llumination/magnification inside each booth
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#3. Accessibility Voter Assistant (Human resource).

#4. Door widths 

#5. Thresholds

#6. Parking/Parking signage

#7. Door hardware
If a polling place has an accessible voting booth, then funds can be expended on the next priority that remains an issue for that polling place in the order indicated. 
Category 2. Provide the same opportunity for access and participation (including privacy and independence) to individuals with the full range of disabilities as for other voters.

This category has at least some connection with the Direct Recording Electronic voting machine (DRE) requirement, however, in addition to the DREs, the task force recommends:

1.  Produce and distribute a training video for the Accessibility Voter Assistants (see #3 above) and for other election officials that would address disability etiquette and other issues associated with voting by persons with disabilities.
2.  Develop ballots and voting instruction materials in a variety of accessible formats.

Category 3. Train election officials, poll workers, and election volunteers on how best to promote the access and participation of individuals with the full range of disabilities in elections for Federal office.

The Task Force recommends the following:

1. Fund ongoing elections workshops. 
2. Purchase a library of existing training videos – like “The Ten Commandments of Communicating with People with Disabilities” – and distribute them to libraries for loan within all areas of the state.  And educate the community about the availability of the training videos and how they can be accessed.
Category 4. Provide individuals with the full range of disabilities with information about the accessibility of polling places.

The Task Force recommends that: 

1. The disabilities community be informed about the accessibility of polling places throughout the state.  This can be done in a number of ways but funds should be made available to the agencies that advocate for the disabilities community so that their constituencies can be informed directly. 
2.  Funds should be used to develop instructional materials for the polling place that address: 
     a. How to vote

     b. The consequences of an overvote

     c. Undervotes

     d. Assistance in voting
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     e. Write-in votes

     The Attorney General’s Office should draft the instructions for review.

     Materials should be produced in 18 point font, the universal standard for persons who are visually impaired.

2. Accessibility Self-Assessment Tool

The task force reviewed the draft questions to be incorporated in the polling place accessibility              self-assessment tool for local election officials and recommended a number of changes.
The suggested changes were offered for reasons of clarity; to add additional areas for response and to eliminate questions the answers to which were purely subjective, e.g., “Can this entrance be used independently by a person with disabilities?”

The draft of the transmittal letter was reviewed for the task force by Assistant Attorney General Bud Fitch.

The task force also strongly recommended that the self-assessment tool be sent by mail to all appropriate election officials in addition to making it available on the Secretary of State website.

3. The task force scheduled additional meetings for 

Friday, November 21, 2003 at 9:00 AM at the Governor’s Commission on Disability

                                                                           57 Regional Drive

                                                                           Concord, NH

Friday, December 12, 2003 at 9:00 AM at the Governor’s Commission on Disability

                                                                           57 Regional Drive

                                                                           Concord, NH
 

